ON DUTY

naturally into place here and now. Those who, in
days gone by, were nurtured on Graham Wallas's
Human Nature in Politics (and also many who were not),
will realize what importance a political candidate must
attach to personal appearance when he presents himself
to his constituency. He may decide to adopt an idiosyn-
crasy, such as a pipe, hat, monocle or long hair; he
may dress conspicuously well or conspicuously badly;
he may choose to appear in a strong man act, or again
as being filled from top to toe with the milk of human
kindness. Whatever choice he makes as to the character
of his appearance, it must in any case be memorable.

In a modified form this same question arose in
connection with the Duke of Windsor's public appear-
ances when he was Prince of Wales. Before a tour of
one of the Dominions, or a visit to the provinces, or
an official function in a foreign country, his custom was
to consult his staff on the subject of appropriate dress.
To the Prince this subject was as important as his choice
was wide. It was said that no man in the world possessed
a larger wardrobe. Greatness, Malvolio was informed,
sometimes occurs with birth, sometimes is achieved,
sometimes is thrust upon a man. So with wardrobes.
The Prince's could be said, for the most part, to have
been thrust upon him. For his private tastes in dress
were simple enough. He was at one with the trend
of the times in requiring his clothes to be, above every-
thing else, comfortable. For all that, if at any time he
has been thought to be encouraging laxity in standards
of dress, certainly he has been entirely mistaken. There
have been times when a studied carelessness marked his
appearance, as for example during some periods of his
Australian tour. (Be sure that those grey flannel bags
and the shapeless hat were not produced without a
preliminary consultation, even if there is a possibility
that the vote went against them.) With the rest of his
generation he passed through the phase of ^ reactionary
extravagance which the gloomy and unbeautiful stiffness
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